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stalking the land and caused him intense agony. According to
him, the remedy prescribed by the lav: of satyagraha in such
moments of trial was to "crucify the flesh by fasting".104
The above instances indicate that occasionally a wrong-
doer's misdeeds may so circumscribe the satyagrahi's life and
freedom that the anguished soul may call for this last line of
resistance.
One of these compelling conditions which would justify
satyagrahi prisoners employing the weapon is insulting, in-
human behaviour towards them. Some instances of such
behaviour are throwing of the prisoners' food at them,
depriving them of their religious liberty, using abusive lan-
guage, etc. Its use would not be justified for securing release
from imprisonment.105
The method of fasting has been subjected to severe criti-
cism. It has been characterized as terrorism against which "the
action of an opponent has no alternative between surrender and
the fasting individual's suicide." Thus fasting1 is exploiting
against an opponent his feelings of humanity, chivalry and
mercy.106
On the occasion of Gandhiji's Yeravda fast Tagore called
it "the ultimatum of mortification to God for his scheme of
things". To resort to it is, according to him, to refuse the great
gift of life wth all its opportunities to hold up till the last
moment the ideal of perfection which justifies humanity.107
Some critics pointed out at the time of the Rajkot fast that
"democracy cannot be built" by the method of fasting,108 which
cannot be employed by the masses. Besides, one may make a
mistake about the imperative necessity of fasting and thus
abruptly terminate one's power to further the cause of truth
and love. There is also the danger that it may be exploited by
some as a measure of coercion and intimidation.
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